


ANNUAL REPORT
0'" TilE

SELECTMEN OF THE TOWN OF ACUSHNET,
MARCH, 1880.

The Selectmell of the town of Acushnet respectfully sub-
mit the following report:

George P. 1\.101'6c. t:olledol' of tuxes, is charge(}
witb tax bills of 187fl, $4,78U.U4

Also with tax I>ills of 1871, 22.40
.• .• 1873, 23.20

.• 187.1, 23.20
H lti7.5, 2.1.00

u "IS7G, 16.00
.• 1877, 18.00
.• .• 1878, 99.50 $5,1112.94

COLLECTOU.'S UnBDIT.

Six per ccut. discount all. taxc~ collected
011 OJ' hefore Oct. 10, 187H,

UOllJl1Ii:;~ioll 011 taxes collccteJ,
Taxes remitted,
Uncollected taxes I,", 1871.

" " 1873,
" 1874,

" 1875,
" " 1876,
,; '" 1877,

" 1878,
" 187H.

Arnollut pnid tOWII tl'cl1surcr,

$255.26
48.15
23.U5
22.40
23.20
23.20
24.00
1U.00
18.00
99.50
il40.13 89il.4fJ

$4,119.45
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TREASURER'S ACCOUNT.

2.00

1.00

75.83

4.95
5.24 $6,280.13

3.00
1.00
15.74

Balance of last yenr's accollnt, $327,02
Beceived of collector, 4,llJ,45

Of State, hank tax, I,OOO.~3
Of State, corporation tax, 114.36
Of State, state aid, 142.00
Of State, school fund, 220.01
Of State, soldiers' aid, 25.50
Of Couuty, <1ogfund, 83,41
Of State, pauper burial, 7.50
Of A. P. Little, peddler's license, G.OO
Of E. H. Gammuns, pedlJler's license, 6.00
Of City of New Bed 1'0",1, fur help-

ing poor, 119.19
Of Town uf Mattapoisett, fur help-

ing poor,
Of E. 13. Ashley, for auctioneer's

license,
Of H. W. Gitfor<1, for old schoo!

ucsks,
Of S. B. Hambliu, for use of school-

house lots,
Of S. B. Hambliu, for 01<1stove,
Interest on tuxes,
Of three poll taxe~ assessed sinco

)lay I, 1879,
For sale of school booh:s,

Paid For State tax,
For County tax,
For support of POOl',

Cu.
$170.00
598.54

1,194.62

\.'
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I'"id For support of puulic schools,
For incidental expenses,
For repairs of higln"l'ays,
For State aid,
For soldier's nid,
For TI'c;ISUrCI"s commissioll,

$1,888.77
842.34
943.26
185.50.
22.00
29.23 .5,874.26

$405.87

POOR ACCOUNT.

2.50

7.00

39.00

60.56

95.01
26.00
12.00
62.56
77.83

12.70

Pait1 Riclwnl Davis, Jr., supplies at alms-
hou.e, $213.21

Slade & ~ll\eollluer, supplies at alms-
house,

WtIl. H. Chappell, tOI' Charles W.
Shepard and Sal'llh F. Gillord,

Aid to Ruth Cook,
Aid to ~1ary J. Wilper,
Aid to New Bedford poor,
Aid to Mattapoisett poor,
Davis Pickens, fur meat at alms-

house,
.John )Iullter, Jr., for hoots, shoes

and rep:tiring,
"Tnlter H. Spuoner, for killing hogs

in 1878,
A. P. H. Gilmore, for one pig at

:111llshollse,

City of New Bedford, for helping

,.

our poor, 66.20
Richul'd David, Jr'., for \Vood at alms-

house, and poor, 74.30
\\rldtcl' Spooner, for moving B.

Oliver to almshouse, 3.00
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Pui<1J. II. Paige. for coni 1I1ld wood to
l\lrs. \Yilcox, $0.75

PuriJon Tahel', Jr., wood to Chal'!t'!;
\\'. Shepard, 5.3!J

Tuwn of Brockton. for helping our
pOOl", 45.00

City of Taunton. for helping Eunice
Pierce amI -- Challdler, 90.29

Town of Salillwich, for hclpiug Hen-
ry Braley, 09.50

Mrs. PraU, makiug elothe8 for in-
mates, 10.0C

Eli "r. Picrce. heef for alll1shf)II~C, 5.20
Jamet; E. BI:lke. truss fol' ~OI(JIIIOIl

Wilber, 5.00
Ebenezer Leonard, tOI' pl'ep;ll'illg'

fuel, 3.3tJ
HClIllricks Gitl'onl, for preparing fuel

for L. Hammond, !J.OO
Sylvpstcl' Pratt, f01' services at alms-

house, 158.75
David n. Cannon, for meuieal a1-

tendance, 7.00
Aid to Cyrlls E. Taber, IUJO
Sylvester Pratt, balance Oil account. 18AV
Andrew .J. Grinnell, for Unth Brow-

nell, a.oo $1,1~)4.1;~

Deuuct for helping New Bedford poor, $Gti.5G
}'or ;llaUapoisctt poor, 83.33

Actual cost of Acushnet pOOl', $I,O-14.7:l
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INCIDENTAL EXPENSES.

2.05
H.57

42.50

2.35
2.00

3.51
2.00
G.OO
a.50
5.00

83.47
5.00
18.(1)

4.75
.87
3.50
1.2G

20.10
11).74

40.41
1.1.80
G.l0
3.00

P:dd Tillinghast & Alde11, ilHHlI':IllCC 011 Helmolhouse's, $Vli.2.S
Chns. K. Patcrson, till' drawIng stOllC, ;1.15
1\ Icxandcr O. Pierce, fOl' services, 3.00
Tillinghast & Alden, :lS8eS~lllellt on almsbouse. 3,20
%acllcus II. 'Vl'iglJt, for I:thol' and m:Jterjal~

at almshouse,
II. H. Gillonl. tOI' 'y,,11 "t "Imshollse.
I';, Anthuny & SOlIS, printing town reports.
S, Hutchinson, for hooks,
(feo. T, Hussell, .JI', , tixtlll'C8 at schoolhow:;e.
O. Prescott, for lcg:t1 adviec,
.Jlliia Dcn:un, for dcanillg SCIIOOlhousc,
:\Irs. F'l'llllk Pittsley, fitI' clcaning schuolhouse.
.-;arah F. Hl1nJillg, tin' clclllling S.dlOolhouttes.
II, "r. Collins, for lauor and matcrials at

schoolhouse,
~Icl'clll'Y Publishing Co,. printing tax bill~,
G(~o. A. Cohb, pipc fol' chimncy and l'c~

pairing PUIllP,

E. ~I, Snow, fixing chimney,
Slulluel ""ing, cementing well and fixing

pump,
Ehellczt'l' Lconard, for p:1inting at almshouse.
.J:ll1lCS H. Sherman, for digging well and

elll'tillg gmvel,
Chus. 'V. Coggesh'dl, tiu' PUIliP fot' well,
S. S. Painc, cemcnt allll pipe for well,
\\r. F. "rheaton, for printing noticcs,
Gco. T. Hlls~ell, Jr., fixtures nt schoolhouse,
Dexter & Haskins, clock for schoolhouse,
C. A. IIowlnnu, for hlncksmithing,
Utis Snow. repairing,
Sulling~ & Kingman, for cloihes hooks,

. ,

f

I



\
C

6

Puid E. R. Atihley I for cleaning ont welb unu
fixing pump,

J. H. Paige, s(:huo\ fixtures, broom. &c.,
Alexander Alhro, for iuuking wall,
Levi \Ying, for guidehoard,
t;nll1ucl \ring, drawing stolle for wall.
Charles D. 1{CY"O\US, for making wall,
Pardon Taber, Jr., exp(lll~es to Boston, on

bank taxes.
Hichard C. "'\1&011, for watering trough.
Pardon Taher, .1r., fur stamps and stationery t

Sylvester Pratt, for services as constnble,
Town Clerk, recording births and <lealh~.
Pardon Taber, Jr., services as Sch'clllllln,

Asaessor :mu Overseer of the Poor.
,V alter Spooner, services as Scicctln:Ul,

Assessor amI Overseer of Poor,
Ebenezer Leonard. services as Seled111:lIl,

Assessor alld Overseer of POOl',

George P. Morse, for services as Sehoo\

Committee,
George T. Russell, for services :\s School

Committee,
Burrage Y. 'Vurncr, for scn.jcc8 :\s School

Committee,
Interest on money horrowed.
'VaHer Spoone!', expenses to Brockton :lnd

Sand wich, Oil town hllsin(l8S,

S. B. H:nnulin, for lumber anu worl, 011 bridge,
Charles .Fuller, expressage, etc.,
Geo. P. Thlorsc, school fixtures,
C. 'V. Humphrey, crayons,

".LUU
3.11
3.75
1.50
H.OO
3.75

4.00
ItI.no
3.fl5
.'i.00
IG.65

\10.00

.'iO.OO

40.00

25.0n

,10.00

135.00
16.1\7

5.2;,
70.20
3.87
.33
.30

,842.34
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SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS.

Paid George H. Morse, fur teaching. 280.00
.Minnie E. Cha('c, for teaching. 272.00
Emily A. Delano, for kaching. 1.50.UO
GCfJl'ge T. Hussell, fol' teaching, 393.7;'
Mary A. Leonard, for teaching, 160.00
~rHr'yS. Howunl, for teachillg, 262.50
City of New Bedford. for schooling Hogel's uoy, 5.00
Geo. T. Russell, for cal'e of schoolhouse anel

sweeping.
Richard Davi8, .JI'., for wood to schools,
Jo~cph l\laxim, for lS:twing wood,
B. B. \Vhite. for sa.wing wood,
.John H. Hicketson, for preparing' woou,
Valmoul' Hammett, t<")I' huihlillg til'll8,

Pcleg Green, t(JI' pl"cpariug wood,
Albeit S .. Morse, Iwilding tires,
.Amelia F. Keen, fOl' teaching.
C. IV. HlIlllpht.cys, fOI" teachillg,
C. \V. Humphreys. fOI" C:II'C of schoolhouse

and tiref':,
FI':JIlk \\Tright, for building til'es,
G. II .. Mor8e, for building' tires and sweeping,
George T. Hussell, paid tOl' Imiluing tirc8, &0.,

.'i.00
8.1.07
.1.iI~
U.li3
5.00
1..')0
.Ii.l

3.7.'i
112.50
120.00

5.00
3.50
a.7.')
8.2!;

$1,888.77
HIGHWAY ACCOUNT OF 1879-80.

Under the direction of Bellju",i" IVil"on.
Paid Benjamin "Tilson, "'t45.15

James "'heldoll, 40.05
Sumllcl Wheldoll, 9.00
O"ol"ge WIJeldon, 13.50



Ullller the direction of Samuel lVing.

Under the direction of Andrew J. Wing.

\
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Paid Allgllstu~ \\Thite,
George P. l\lol'se,
.Toseph Burt,
Edmunu Deluno,
Stephen White,
.James Gracia,
\Vilsoll Pierce and boy,

Paill Andrew .J. \Ving,
Nonh Gill'ol'd,
.John Giflilnl.
Alden Howland,
Lewis SimolJs,
C. A. Howland, hl:ick!3l11ithing lIlIll

gl':t\'cl.
George F. J{. SIlOW.

Arthur Lawn'llcc.
Bussell Ihnllllctt,
,Jeremiah IIallllllclt,
~ luJrcw .J. 'Ving. plough-point.

P<tid Samuel "'jug,
::\Iartin B. GalJlmoll~.
Xoah F. ~lnudnll,
\Villiam A. Spooner,
Henry PelTY,
\\' alter Peny,
\Villiam "'ashburn,
Thomas Dunham,
\\'illinm :Mayo,
Joseph Maxim,

$7.00
a.50
6.00
8.40
3.00
1.50
3.15

'85.65
34.95

4.50
8.00

29.10

3.37
12.00
24.00
1.20
1.20
,Iii

'87.7.')
10.00
12.25
:35.H5
26.55

:3.7.)
11.85
20.55
1.50

13.65

$240.2.)

204.64



P:dd Nathan \Vilcox,
.John II. Ricketson,
Thomas .J. HohillSOtl,
Smllllel ,ring, plow-point. powder

and fuse, lUlU hlncksmithing.

$4. liS
(LOO
1.25

4.0!) nD.7D

Under the di,'eclion q( .Noll!' F. Jfllndnll.

P"id No"h F. ~[alld"lI ..

Under the direction q( B. Y. lJramer.

,

P"id B. Y. W"rner.
Frank Pittsley,
"~iIli:lmGracie,
Miltoll B. "'amel'.
George S. WriIhe!".
Chcster Thornton.
,Jllmes l{. Sherlllan,

Amoullt expcnded for highw:lY~.

$32.00
5.00

11.25
13.0;)
9.00

13.2;)
.75 8.1.'10

INMATES AT ALMSHOUSE IN MARCH, 1880.

Solomon \Yilbcr, agc(l 73 J'c:tr~.

Laura \Villlcr, •• 75 ••

~arah J. Dessc, •• 29 ,.

Gcorge \V. Bc:;sc, •• a
~"r"h (.'. Skill', •• 23 ••

Ad:l1ino Bonnett, " 50 "
Frank A. Gnmmons, •• au "
Betsey Oliver, " 82 ••



POOR HELPED OUT OF ALMSHOUSE IN 1879-80.
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Cost to support poor out of almshouse, in
1879-80. $••tfhH: 4JF

Average cost at almshouse, per week for
t'eteh inmate, was "'~.I.I,/e:,

Cost to support pOOl' at almshouse 1I1

187:1-80, ~l ;!:lJ,'"

$50.:HI
J 2.00
26.00
f.2.00
52.00
60.00
45.00
69.50
30.29
34.14
6.00

$437.a2

Charles \V. Shepard and wife, lit New Bedford.
.\Ia!',)' .J. 'Yilbcl', at New Bedford,
Hnth Cook, "
Sarah Ii'. Giifonl.
.-\hrah:llll Ashley and wifp., at Nt'w Bedt(>rd,
Eunice Pcirc:c, at Taunton,
Trueman Braley 1 at Brockton.
1I0nry Braley, at Sandwich.
Charles Chandler, at 'rulinton.
Lllcy Hammond. at Acushnet,
Cyrus E. Taber, at HocliestC'l',

Total. $1,044.711

STATE AND COUNTY TAXES FOR 1879.

Paid State Treasurer,
County Treasurer,

$170.00
598.54

$768.54

DISCOUNT ON TAXES.

Number of tramps lodged at almshouse J:ist year. 28.

Amount discounted on t:lxes to Oct. 10, ] 87\1, 255.26
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ASSESSED VALUE OF REAL AND PERSONAL ESTATE
IN THE TOWN OF ACUSHNET, MAY I, 1870.

Heal I.:.tatl',
Personal Estntc,

Totnl v:lIuatioll,

Tax in 1879, $7.60 on $1000.
Number of polls, 264.

Tax on ]lollS. $1.65 each.
Number of dwdling hou~e8 t:lxed,
Number of horst's, ...
Number of cows,
Number of aCl'tlS of I:lllll, "

2:-\4
257
:~92

10,770

$453,450.00
119,058.00

$572,508.00

1.

,/

STATE AID PAID Il'f 1870-80.

Pllid A. F. Howland,
George D. ".hitncy,
Fl':lIlcis PiUsle.y, Jr.!
Emily ~lcElro.r,

SOLDIERS' AID PAID IN 1870-80.

Paid George F. Gihhs,

SYLVB:STEl{ l'l{ATT, DIl.

To 2250 Ihs of hay at 75e. pel' hundred, '16.87
Board of 1sllae Jenney, 1.5.00

$72.0U
52.00
13.,,0
48.00

$185.50

22.00

$31. 87
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'12,500.00

All of which is respectfully s"bmittcd,

M05.87
uv.56

100.00
210.00
40.00

$18.4!l

~50.3G

$822.43

"10,300.00
1,500.00

200.00
500.00

~

Selcclmen of
the town of
Acushnet.

PARDON TABER,
\\' ALTER SPOONElt,
EBElmZER LEONAHD,

Balance due S. Pratt.

By One pail' of pants feJl' Frank Gammon~, $il.!l!)
Filing saws, 1.00
Cows ill 1878-H, 2.75
Tell bushels of tUl"uipl:I. 4.00
Fish ill 1879-80, tLi;O
F'ixillg milk pail. .:10
O"e stove :",,1 pipe, 8.fjO
O"e hog, 421 II". at lie. pel' lb., 25.2!i

SYINESn;({ PRATT, CH.

ASSETS.

Cash in treasury, :\Iarch 25, 1880.
Due from Xt.~\V Bedford. helping poor.
DlIe froUl State, Balik and Corpol"lltioll tllX,

Due from State, Sti'lt('! and Soldiers' aiu,
Due from L. T .. Jennings, for old SL:hoolhollsc.

In :uldition to the ahove assets the town oWllS properly as
follows, viz:-
Schoolhouses and lots.
Town farlll and builc.lings.,
.:Furniture and ~tOl'k at AlIw:lholise.
Gravel lots,

\ .1------
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REPORT

OF TilE

FOR THE YEAR 1879-80.

The organization of the Schoul Committee was, B. Y.
'Varner, Chairman, anll Geo. 1•. l\Ilmsc, Secretary.

APPROPRIATIONS.

Amount mised h,Y taxatioll,
State school fund,
Dog fund,

Total,

,1,600,00
220.01
8~.4I

$1,903.42
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The following tahled sho\y the particulars of the schools:

Lcn{;lh
Wagcs. of :;choola
.s:m.oo Ii moS.
30,00 31
30,00 3\
:12.00 26
:'1:2.00:H \.
32,00 :Jl
4:i.OO 2~
-i5.00 2~ .•
~;,OO:1\
30.00 2~ .1-
30,00 21
:<0,00 3\
32.00 2~ .~
:12.00 2~
32.00 ::J!
3~;OO 21
:t2.00 2! ..
:12.00 3~

'feacherM.

Sumlllt~r. J<~mil.rA. Delallo.
FILII. Emily A. Delano.
Winter. AlIlelin F. Keen.
SlItlIOler. Minnie E. Chace.
Fall. Minnie K Ch:l('e,
Wint.er, Millnie E. Chace.
SllIllIllC!', Geo. '1'. Hm:."el1. Jr .•
FulL Geo. T. H.ussell.•rr".
Winter. Geo. '1'.Bu~sell,Jr.~
Summer. "Iary S. JI,)wnrd.
Fall. Mary S. Howarll,
Wi'ltcr, Marr S.lIowanl.
RUIllIlWI'. Geor!!c H. )10"8('.
Fall. GeOl'gc n. Morse.
Winter. George II. MOI'!;.e.
SUllllUl:'r. :\Iary)1. Leonar{l.
Fall. Mary )1. Leonard.
Willtm", Che"ter W. Humphreys,

I, Vill:l~e Pl'inml'r.

1\".LOll}! Plaill~

S. Pel'lT UBI .•

:.3.'\'heldell.

:i, Village Gramm(.ll'.

So. ;Sll.mt"8.

1. Bog,

o"rilllary.

Onc of the greatest tlctl'iments to a school is the irreglllat ..
:,Uelluance of scholal's. anu nothing shows more interest on
their p:.n't than punctuality. In consideration of these facts,
unL1to encour:lge scholars to he regularly :lnd prompt1~r at
school, we publish tlw following Iitlt of" scholars neither"

tl1.>..;ent 1\01' tardy:.

'\
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BOG.

Albert S,
\V :I I'll el' •

"~al'llcr,

FmST TEIUI-Sal':lh L, \Val'lle,', Mamie L, \\':Il'lle I', ,J.
Frank Bryant.

SI';CONDTEIU1-Jlamic L.
TUIUD TERM-:\Jamic L.

Erlle~t S .. Morse .•
VILLAGE GRAMMAR

IflHST TERM-Susie A. Ganliuer. Bcstiiu.J. Davis, Allllie

U. Ashley, Abhie L. Collins, :\lnrnio 1. Davis.
SECO~D TERM-Susio A. Gll.rtliucl', Bessie J. Davis, I1l'l'-

hert 'V. BrightuHlII, Eddie F. Glass.
THIRD TEJDI-Bc.::isie .J. DavilS, :\lamie 1. Da\'is.

II'IH<;LDEN'.

FIHSTTERM-Hat tic L. Albro, Nellie llrightlllllll, Clinic
L. White, Willie ~l. IIanlillg .
. SECOND TERM-IIattie S. ,I.Ib 1'0 , Sadie E. Albl'(), Amah
B. \\'hite, .Maria C. \Vhite, i\IaI'Y L. \VrigiJt, Nellie Bright-

LO"G PLAIN.

mall.
THIRD TER.M-Hattie L. Alhro, Nellie Brightlllan,

'''right.
Edgur

FIHST TEHM-::\1ary Brightman, .:\Ial'Y E. Gcggatt,
Pierce, Lizzie L. ".lwltlcll. \\.illie .\lacomhel'.

Sl'~CONDTERM-Lizzie L. \Vhcldcll.
TUIH.D TIUU\l-Lucy Ashley, Lila ~I:leolllbcl'.

Ilaltil'

VILLAGE: PIU~IARY.

}!'IHSl' TI';RJI-.:\lamic .;'\layo, Carrie Andrews, BCI'Lie An-
drews.
SECONDTEIDI-)Iamie -'Ia)'o, Mallei Cl};lsc.



PElmy IllLL. I
TEKM-Bl'lIllic Hatllnw;,)", ~lllH.'Y Tripp, Lizzie
Amanda Ho!lillsoll, EI(~H1lOl' Hohinsoll .• Jo8cphill('

FIIlST

Bennett.
(ll'aVC~L

SECOXD

lJalhaw:1Y,
TEIDI-.JCl'OlllC Tripp, Fl'clldic
X:lIIlY Tripp. Am:llHla HoitillSOIl,

Tripp, UCIlllic

Ell'HIIOr HoiJill-

)

:-;011.

Tunm TEIOI-AIll:llltla 1{llbilltiOH.

Owiug 10 the l'ct.1uetioll in the f'ochool apprupriation, whieh
the to\\'II'saw tit to make ill canying Ollt its Pl'iIH:il'lci; of
CClJllOlllY. we have 11(>011obliged to shortell the length of

the sl:hool!:'i. ,rc think it a hettel' plan til do thi:"'t and
employ COlllpetent tcachers. tll:lll to kel:p the sellOols their
tli';-ual length allJ hin~ ~CC(JlItI-(,Ia~1'i011(''';, with thL' 11l'(J$pcct of
infcl'iol' sehoul:::;, for a (lllOI' school b lillie hetter thall IlU

.•dwol at :dl.
Although we do lIot intclHJ to say tllllt our school;:,

ha\'c al'ri\'ed at a point uf perredioll, yet we think, vicw('(1
:IS a whull', Ow)' ha\'(~ Bladc lIlure imprO\'PIlJellt, :lnel arc

ill hette!' cOll(litioll than \..'\'CI'itefol't:', Tlll'l'c is more intcr-
ct't, greatcr l1ilig(lIlCI~, alll] hettcr (ln1cl' alilollg the ~e1lOlal'::;

than has heel) previously slwwn.
This is Jue, ill H great I)WHSU1'C. to the etiicicllcY of the

tC:lchcl'~ Clllp\O'yCU. ,re feel satisfied with what has IWI'II
dOlle, :lmi as we I'eview' the Yt~:lr, we ,10 lIut recall all
illstancc in which allY st:hool WlIS lIol all that could he
expct'tC(1. l'ev\..'rtheless, thcre nIH)' have becn thosc who
were dissati:-it1ctl with some SdIOOI, alill eonsidcrcu the
teacher ilicompt'tcllt. It is IHltum1 that thel'e :;llolll11 he
i;omc dissatisfaction. It is impos:5ihle to plc:lsCC very ouc.
aml the teacher's (lllty is 110t the c:lfo>icst ill this respect.
It shouhl be r(,lI1(.~l1lhcrcJ that teachers tlo what thcy think
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is for the welfare of the scholars. It is for their illterest to
do so, ns their success fiS teachers depenus upon the ad-
vancement their pupils mnlw. It docs nol well become
parents to throw ohstacles in the way to prevent hunno-
nious feelings bet ween teacher and 8cholnl'. At the he~t,
it is with <lifliculty that :l teacher gains the respect of a
,,,hole school, and without the pflI'Cnt$' sympathy it is n.l.
lIIost impossihle. Chilllren arc prototypes of their par-
ents. If parents arc :t1wu)'s ready to piek out the petty
faults of teachers, it is pretty certaill that the childreu
will go to school, Ilot to study, hut to discover what

there i:; ahout the. teacher they do not like.
Notwithstunuinf! the fact Ulat our schools hnve progressed

much in the last ten years, and that they never occupied flS

high" stalldard as 1l0W, there may he persons who think
old methods of teaching s1Iperio1' to those now adupteu, ~nd
there Illay be othel's who would have more innovnli'.>lls than
we ~l'e nt present preparcu ttl m~l;;e. This desire on one
hand to retain all the customs that are olu, and adopt noth-
ing that is new, and that on the other to adopt ever)' thing
neW amI retain llOlhing that is old, have their "origin ill the
diversities of tcmper, of understanding, and of interest,
which arc fonnd in all societies, and which will ue found
till the human mind ceases to he drawn in opposite direc-
tions hy the charm of habit lind the charm of novelty. Not
ouly in .chool management, unt in literature, in art, in
science, in surgery and mechanics. in navigation and ag-
riculture, we nnd this distinction. Everywhere there is a
class of men who cling with fondness to wll:\tever is ancient,
anu who, even when convinced by ovcl'{)o' ....ering reasons,
that innovations would be heneficial, conscnt to it with
many mh:giving:3 and forebodings. '" c find also every-
wherc another class of mCIl, sanguine in hope, uolll in spec-
ulatioll, always prossing forward, quick to disccrn the im-. 2



18

perfections of whatever exists, disposed to think lightly of
the risli:S and inconveniences which nttelld impro\'ements,
and disposed to give every change credit for being un
improvement. In the sentiments of hoth clusses there
is something to approve. But of both the best specimens
will b~ fUllnd not far from the common frontier. The
extreme section of one class consists of bigoted dotanls;
the extreme section of the other consists of shallow and

reckless emplrics."
The foregoing quotation is from the works of un I~llglish

author, and fully expresses our opinion on the suhject. 'Vo
should not he among the first to try !leW Hud visionnl'j' the-
ories, nor among the last to lay hyoid and ohsolete customs.
\Vo should adopt what has been tried ill schools and found
to be beneficial, and ret<dn what is still of advfllltnge to
them. But it may be usked whether teachers nre alwn.)'s
c.npablc of judging what is heneficial and what is not. As a
rule, they arc betler qualifieu to juuge thau parents. They
make te~lchillg their profession; :tnd, if at any time they
fail to discriminate between thnt which is practicahle and
that which is 11ot, it is the Committee's, und not the parents'
duty, to poiut Ollt to them theil' errOl".

B. Y. WAR:'<ER, ~
GEORGE P. MORSE,
GEO. T. nUSSELL, JR.,

School
Committee.
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